You may have heard of 7 degree to Kevin Bacon well this is our story of 7 degrees to the Pellizzer’s.  In August we once again hosted our annual reunion BBQ and pool party at our home for children originally adopted from Russia and nearby regions.  There were a total of approximately 70 people,  30 +-  of those were children. and despite the threat of poor weather , we actually had a huge turn out.

While hosting this celebration at our home and while scoping the attendees, it occurred to me that my wife ( Diana ) and I had either acted as references to these couples or  we were once references for the couples who may have acted as references to them.  Bottom line, we felt a very much a part of almost each and every adoption present at our BBQ that day.  Hence the 7 degrees to the Pellizzer’s ( namely Oscar, Diana, Son - Austin and daughter - Kira ) !

Ten years ago when we first approached CHRC ( Canadian Homes for Russian Children ) now called  ( CHOC ) in order to initiate and plan for our first adoption adventure to Russia there were no local couples in the Ottawa region whom we could talk to and gain first hand information and when we carried out our second adoption via Russia (3 years later) the number of adoptions via Russia was minimal.   Partly because of this, partly because we wanted to somehow help others wishing to adopt from Russia and mostly because we wanted to see as many children helped over in Russia by getting them adopted ...... we enlisted ourselves as references for CHRC and also acted as references for our the social worker. 

I must say that welcoming these couples to our home and helping any way we can by supplying information has been well worth it.  The proof being the joy, pleasure, happiness and satisfaction throughout each family present at our annual Russian adoption celebratory pool party and BBQ.  Each family has a unique and at times heart wrenching story to share concerning their adoption experience however each story ends the same ..... Happiness and enjoyment for being blessed with such a gift.

It’s been several years running now that my wife and I have been hosting this annual event at our home.  Each year we gladly put up for the drinks, burgers and hotdogs while each guest is asked to bring a dish ( appetizer, salad, etc.. ) to share.  Each year we also welcome couples via CHOC and/or “word of mouth” who may be thinking about carrying out such an adoption.   Like every year it’s wonderful seeing some of these couples returning the following year with their new arrival.

Sincerely, 

Oscar, Diana Austin (now 11) and Kira ( now 8 )

I have attached some photos of that day ..... 

